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Overview of the 2022 New York State Enacted Budget 

Albany has been very Albany this budget cycle, with twists and turns during the budget season that put 
everything on the table for the first time in a decade. New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo signed 
the FY 2022 State Budget much later than in past years, as the Legislature seized the opportunity to take 
advantage of a Governor embroiled in scandal.  Looking back to January’s State of the State, the focus 
was on Reimagine, Rebuild and Renew and included a wide array of progressive proposals for clean 
energy, broadband, infrastructure, business support, workforce training and more.  Many of the 
proposals hinged on the success of getting substantial financial bailout from the federal government.  

This Budget is extraordinary for many reasons, but the biggest impact is the billions in funding from the 
federal government that will be utilized to kick off the nation’s economic recovery. Throughout the 
press releases you will see phrases like “historic investment” or “increase over last year’s budget”. This 
is because the 2022 Budget deploys the first $5.5 billion of the $12.6 billion provided for in the federal 
American Recuse Plan Act 2021 and is likely a one-time investment.  Additionally, many of these funds 
are going to bolster the supportive services that are crucial to workers from childcare, housing/rental 
assistance, mental health, healthcare and food security, etc. 

Additionally, the final Aid to Localities and the Capital Projects Budget Bills include language that allows 
the Governor and Budget Director to make spending cuts, based on the level of State revenues.  The 
Division of Budget would have unilateral power to reduce expenditures if, in each calendar month, 
expected receipts are 1% or more below forecasts. The Legislature would have 10 days to enact a 
counterproposal, otherwise the Division of Budget’s proposals go into effect. This is a massive shift in 
authority, that will likely impact resources in the months ahead. 

The great news, the workforce development funding remains largely intact throughout this year’s 
budget, including an exciting new pot that was spurred from our conversations with the NYS Assembly 
leadership and via the Invest in Skills NY campaign.  This was also the first time the workforce and 
economic development investments were presented together in the budget press release, a noticeable 
change. This includes the $69 million Pay for Success funding that makes up a large portion of the 
Governor’s Workforce Development Initiative.  Additionally, funding across the programs that have 
traditionally supported the workforce development system, including adult education, discretionary 
programs like Summer Youth Employment, Displaced Homemaker, Career Pathways, etc. remained 
funded with minimal impacts to the overall allocations.   

Several new big ideas that are making a splash – but also are not fully fleshed out for implementation 
include: 

• Support Excluded Workers: The FY 2022 Enacted Budget creates a $2.1 billion program to 
provide cash payments to workers who have suffered income loss due to COVID but who are 
ineligible for Unemployment Insurance or related Federal benefits due to their immigration 
status or other factors. Such workers must be low-income and provide sufficient documentation 
to establish work-related eligibility and residency in the state.  We understand that the program 
will be administered by the Department of Labor. Each individual will need to establish proof of 



 
 This document was created by NYATEP for its Members       Page 2 

 

identity, proof of residency in New York State, and proof of work-related eligibility during the 
benefit period of March 27, 2020 through April 1, 2021 in order to receive benefits. 

- $311 Billion Infrastructure Plan: New York’s $311 billion infrastructure plan includes the 
Governor’s $211 billion 2020-24 plan and his $100 billion 2015-2019 plan. The evolving plan 
increased by $36 billion in the budget with the inclusion of new, key elements of the Midtown 
West Redevelopment of New York City beginning with Penn Station, Belmont Station 
Redevelopment, a $3 billion environmental bond act, transportation programs, and additional 
supportive, affordable, and public housing support, along with incremental adds to existing 
capital programs. 

- Mobile Sports Wagering: The FY 2022 Enacted Budget authorizes mobile sports wagering. Once 
fully phased in, legalization will provide more than $500 million in much needed revenue for the 
State to help rebuild from COVID-19 and grow what could be the largest sports wagering market 
in the U.S. into a profitable industry long-term. Under the legislation, the state will issue a 
Request for Applications and must select at least two platform providers who must work with a 
total of at least four operators or skins. Once fully phased in, the program will provide $5 
million annually to youth sports, and $6 million to combat problem gambling, doubling the 
resources currently available. The remainder of this new revenue will be dedicated 
to education.  

Additionally, prior to the budget deal the Governor signed legislation legalizing adult-use cannabis. Tax 
collections from the adult-use cannabis program are projected to reach $350 million annually. The 
Governor projects this will create 30,000 to 60,000 new jobs across the State. 

2022 Enacted Budget Items of Interest for Workforce 

COVID-19 Workforce Development Recovery Initiative ($50 million): The FY 2022 Enacted Budget 
provides new funding for $50 million for training in high-growth industries, employer-driven training for 
low-income workers and funding for small businesses to re-train and hire furloughed, laid-off or new 
employees.  

Digital Inclusion Grant Program ($15 million): To assist local efforts to bring digital equity to individuals 
left out of today’s essential digital technology, this statewide grant program would be administered by 
the State Education Department (SED). Grants would be available on an application basis to not-for-
profits, schools, libraries, local governments, municipal housing authorities and other community-based 
organizations seeking to provide digital inclusion programs. 

Offshore Wind Investments ($20 million): New funding will support an Offshore Wind Training Institute 
based at SUNY Stony Brook and Farmingdale State College. In 2021, NYSERDA and SUNY will issue the 
first solicitations for advanced technology training partners, leveraging our SUNY and CUNY system to 
train the first phase of an estimated 2,500 workers beginning in summer of 2021. 

Pathways Pledge: As outlined by the Reimagine New York Commission, New York is launching a 
Pathways Pledge among New York’s leading employers, both public and private, to create more inclusive 
workforces and provide more workforce development opportunities. 

SUNY’s Free Online Training Center: Governor Cuomo is expanding SUNY’s free Online Training Center 
so New Yorkers can enroll in additional employment certification programs for quality jobs in high-
demand growing industries like health care and advanced manufacturing.  The Training Center will give 
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more New Yorkers in every region of the state — from rural communities to urban centers — another 
opportunity to receive free job training certifications and then automatically be admitted to any one of 
SUNY’s 30 community colleges for future career advancements. 

Priority Access for Nurses in SUNY and CUNY Programs: In 2017, “BSN in 10” required all nurses who 
complete an Associate Degree in New York State to complete a Baccalaureate of Science Degree 
in Nursing within 10 years to maintain licensure by the State. Beginning in Fall 2021, SUNY and CUNY will 
implement priority admission to nursing programs so the 40,000 nurses and nursing candidates in need 
of completing their baccalaureate credentials can receive a quality and affordable education within the 
state. 

2022 Enacted Budget Items of Interest for Economic Development 

New York Works Economic Development Fund ($220 million): The New York Works Economic 
Development Fund that will provide additional statewide capital grants to support projects that facilitate 
the creation of new jobs or retain existing jobs, or fund infrastructure investments necessary to attract 
new businesses or expand existing businesses in support of economic recovery. 

Infrastructure Plan ($311 billion): New York’s $311 billion infrastructure plan includes the Governor’s 
$211 billion 2020-24 plan and his $100 billion 2015-2019 plan. The evolving plan increased by $36 billion 
in the budget with the inclusion of new, key elements of the Midtown West Redevelopment of New 
York City beginning with Penn Station, Belmont Station Redevelopment, a $3 billion environmental bond 
act, transportation programs, and additional supportive, affordable, and public housing support, along 
with incremental adds to existing capital programs.   

First-in-the-Nation Affordable Internet for Low-Income Families:  As championed by Invest in Skills NY, 
the budget includes first-in-the-nation legislation requiring internet service providers to offer an 
affordable $15 per month high-speed internet plan to qualifying low-income households. The State will 
also require providers to advertise this plan to ensure programs reach underserved populations across 
the State. To further bridge the gap, the State has partnered with Schmidt Futures and the Ford 
Foundation to launch ConnectED NY, an emergency fund to provide approximately 50,000 students in 
economically disadvantaged school districts with free internet access through June 2022.  

Private Green Economy Investments ($29 billion): New York will spur public and private investment 
across the state and create 12,400 megawatts of green energy – enough to power 6 million homes. 
These investments will not only shift the state to a carbon neutral economy, fulfilling the goals of New 
York’s Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, but also spur the COVID economic 
recovery. The investments include the largest offshore wind program in the nation, plans to make New 
York a global wind energy manufacturing powerhouse, constructing a green energy transmission 
superhighway, a public-private partnership to build nearly 100 renewable energy projects and 
supporting transit agencies' transition to electric busses. 
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Small Business and Arts Relief and Recovery Assistance as championed by Invest in Skills NY, 
including: 

- COVID-19 Pandemic Small Business Recovery Grant Program: Provides $800 million in grant 
funding for small businesses including for-profit arts and cultural institutions impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

- New York Restaurant Resiliency Grant Program: $25 million in grant funding to support 
restaurants that provide meals to distressed and under-represented communities. 

- Arts and Cultural Organization Recovery Grant Program: $40 million to provide grants through 
the New York State Council on the Arts to eligible arts and cultural nonprofit organizations to 
assist in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

- Restaurant Return-To-Work Tax Credit: Provides up to $35 million in tax credits to support 
restaurants hard hit by the pandemic through 2021. 

- New York City Musical and Theatrical Production Tax Credit: Provides up to $100 million in tax 
credits to jump start the industry and support tourism activity in the City. 

- Extend and Enhance the Musical and Theatrical Production Credit for Four Years: In order to 
support musical and theatrical productions that occur in the State but outside of New York City, 
the Budget extends this credit for four years through 2025 and increases it by $4 million to $8 
million. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adult Education Funding Agency
2020 - 21 Enacted 

Budget
2021-2022 

Executive Budget

2021 - 2022 
Enacted 
Budget

Difference 
Between 20-21 

Enacted & 21-22 
Enacted Budget

Adult Literacy Education (ALE) Education $7,793,000 $6,293,000 $7,793,000 $0

Basic Adult Education/Welfare Education 
Program (WEP)

Education $1,843,000 $1,843,000 $1,843,000 $0

Employment Preparation Education (EPE) Education $96,000,000 $96,000,000 $96,000,000 $0

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) Title II

Education $48,704,000 $48,704,000 $48,704,000 $0

SUBTOTAL ADULT ED FUNDING $154,340,000 $152,840,000 $154,340,000 $0

Workforce Development Funding (Job 
Training/Workforce Services/Career & 
Tech Education/Employment Services)

Agency
2020 - 2021 

Enacted Budget
2021-2022 

Executive Budget

2021 - 2022 
Enacted 
Budget

Difference 
Between 21-22 

Enacted & 21-22 
Exec Budget

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) Statewide Services to Adult, 

Dislocated Worker, Youth and Rapid 
Response Activities

Labor $147,616,000 $147,616,000 $147,616,000 $0

Pay for Success Contingency Fund DOB $69,000,000 $69,000,000 $69,000,000 $0

COVID-19 Recovery Workforce Initiative Labor $0 $0 $50,000,000 $50,000,000

Summer Youth Employment OTDA $45,000,000 $45,000,000 $45,000,000 $0

Misc. Services & Expenses Related to 
Administration of WIOA

Labor $35,000,000 $35,000,000 $35,000,000 $0

UI Occupational Training Fund Labor $26,500,000 $26,500,000 $26,500,000 $0

Digital Inclusion Education $0 $0 $15,000,000 $15,000,000

Community Supervision Employment 
Programs

DCJS $13,819,000 $13,819,000 $13,819,000 $0

Consortium for Worker Education Education $13,500,000 $13,500,000 $13,500,000 $0

AFL-CIO Workforce Development 
Institute funding

Labor $10,490,000 $0 $10,490,000 $0

Corrections Employment Services Corrections $9,000,000 $9,000,000 $9,000,000 $0

Chemical Dependence Workforce 
Training

Dept of Mental 
Hygeine

$0 $0 $7,313,000 $7,313,000

Office of New Americans DOS $6,640,000 $6,640,000 $6,640,000 $0

Self Employment Assistance Program 
operated by Small Business Development 

Centers or Entreprenurial Assistance 
Programs

Labor $2,570,000 $2,570,000 $2,570,000 $0

                       Budget Comparison Document as of April 9, 2021

Do not circulate without NYATEP's permission



Youth Build Statewide Labor $0 $0 $2,500,000 $2,500,000

Entertainment Diversity Job Training ESD $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000 $0

Displaced Homemaker Labor $1,620,000 $1,620,000 $1,620,000 $0

Career Pathways Program OTDA $1,425,000 $1,425,000 $1,425,000 $0

Employment support for individuals with 
HIV/AIDS

OTDA $1,161,000 $1,161,000 $1,161,000 $0

Training and Employment Services Corrections $1,029,000 $1,029,000 $1,029,000 $0

Manufacturers Association of Central NY Labor $750,000 $0 $750,000 $0

Hillside Works Education $490,000 $490,000 $490,000 $0

School Bus Driver Training Grant Education $280,000 $280,000

Cannabis Workforce Initiative at  the 
Cornell University

Labor $0 $0 $250,000 $250,000

Hope Program
Labor, Enviromental 
Conservation, OTDA 

$100,000 $0 $225,000 $125,000

Syracuse Build Career Readiness Network Labor $0 $0 $150,000 $150,000

New Settlement Youth Adult 
Opportunity Initiative

Labor $0 $0 $150,000 $150,000

State Pipe Trades Industry United 
Associaion to Establish Solar Thermal 
Technology Training Pilot Programs 

Labor $140,000 $0 $140,000 $0

SUNY Orange County Community College 
Bridges Program  

SUNY $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000

Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow DCJS $100,000 $0 $100,000 $0

LGBTQ Works Labor $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000

Multi-Craft Apprenticeship Preparation 
Program (M.A.P.P.)  Albany

Labor $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000

NPOWER Labor $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000

Youth Build Schnectady Labor $0 $0 $75,000 $75,000

Port of Albany Wind Project 
Apprenticeship Program

Labor $0 $0 $50,000 $50,000



Center for Economic Opportunity Labor $0 $0 $25,000 $25,000

Chamber/Community Organization 
Workforce Activities

Labor $0 $0 $0 $0

Health Workforce Retraining Health $0 $0 $0 $0

Direct Care Worker recruitment and 
retention

Health $0 $11,500,000 $0 $0

YouthBuild- Newburgh Labor $250,000 $0 $0 ($250,000)

LaGuardia Community College Labor $100,000 $0 $0 ($100,000)

Environmental Justice Job Training DEC $7,000,000 $0 $0 ($7,000,000)

SUBTOTAL WORKFORCE FUNDING $396,950,000 $383,370,000 $483,268,000 $86,318,000

College Access and Workforce Services 
in Higher Education

Agency
2020 - 2021 

Enacted Budget
2021-2022 

Executive Budget

2021 - 2022 
Enacted 
Budget

Difference 
Between 20-21 

Enacted & 21-22 
Exec Budget

Higher Education Opportunity Program Education $35,526,920 $35,526,920 $42,632,420 $7,105,500

SEEK Program CUNY 28077000 $28,077,000 $33,757,000 $5,680,000

STEP/CSTEP Programs CUNY/SUNY $27,793,070 $27,793,070 $33,352,070 $5,559,000

Early College High Schools and P-Tech 
Support

Education $30,936,000 $30,705,000 $29,590,000 ($1,346,000)

Foster Youth College Transition Support Education $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $7,200,000 $1,200,000

Next Generation Job Linkage Program CUNY/SUNY $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $0

Apprentice SUNY/CUNY Program CUNY/SUNY $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $0

Expansion of childcare at CUNY & SUNY CUNY/SUNY $2,814,100 $1,814,100 $3,814,000 $999,900

State Financial Assistance for Community 
College contract courses and workforce 

development
CUNY/SUNY $3,796,000 $3,796,000 $3,796,000 $0

Financial Aid for educationally & 
economically disadvantaged; high need 

program support
CUNY & SUNY $3,311,200 $0 $3,311,200 $0

CUNY Accelerated Study in Associates 
Program

CUNY $1,250,000 $0 $2,500,000 $1,250,000

SUBTOTAL COLLEGE $149,504,290 $143,712,090 $169,952,690 $20,448,400




